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Climate chanmge and an eprly swperiment A efpite:
A wnlcanie sruptian in wiat is now Turkay was fal-
fowad by the ebandonment of many Akkadian sel-
lermenis; scientists think it coincided wiih but was
nod the aole cawse of a 300-yaar drought,

Ey JOHN NUBLE WILFORD

KDER the renowned Sargen amd his
sueeess0rs, the Akkndions of Mesa.
potnmin {mpa:d the world"s firss em-
e mare than 4,208 years agn. They
seized comtmnl of cildes alang the Euphirates
River and nm the Trolthul plaina b the north, ol
in what is bow Ireq, Syria and parts of souih-
am Turkey. Then, eller Only B rewtury nf
progperity, the Akkedian emplre collapsed
abmaptly, for ronsms thet heve heen Tusl
fustory,

The: traditional explanatiom is one of divine
relritalion. Amgered by the hubrls of MRaranr-
Sint, Sarpan's Eravdesn amd oecat mie
succezgor, the poda suppossdly unlen the
barbaric Guians te descend out of the high
lands and overwhelm Akkedimn towns. Mo
regent and convenesonal explanntions howve pu:
ibw blame on overpoms:latan, provincial resalt,
pomAdic mowrsiens qr managecial ind o
foner;, though many stholars despaired of ever
glemtifying the mml s of the collages.

A leam ol archeclkpists, geolmelsts and soll
scientisls hae now foand evldence that seeme
w salve the mystery, The Akkedian cmpire,
i suppest, was besd by a Whserar shrosghl
and lierally dried up A microscopic aoalysis
of smil maismture al the ruins of Akkadian ¢lhies

in the: nnrthemn Tarmiwwds disclosed that the
anget of the drouphi wae swift and the conge-
quences sevece, bogliming abowt Zxa B.C.

“"This is the ficst ime an abrift allmate
vhianpe as been dinectly linked Lo the collapes
al & (helving clvilization,” eaid Dr. Harrey
Weigs, 8 Tak University archealopist aod
leder of the American-French research team.

Such o devastating deoupht would cxplain
e phandonmenl ab Gl me of Akkadian
caties across e worthemn plain, o pusling
phenomnenon sbaerwed in archeslogical enca-
watinns, JU would 8180 account for the asdden
migrations of Ir: tn the: soth, aa recorded
in Lexts on clay tohleds. These mipracans
doubiled the popalations of southern cities,
overtaxed fowd and water supplies, smd bed in
fiphting ond the fall of the Earpon dymesty.

The new findings (hus call pttention Lo the
role: of chance — call it tate, A per ol Goel e
simply an unpredictable nrturml disaster — in
the development of human ruliures ard the
rise and fall of cleilizatims.

ArnE e drought's refupees were & herd-
jup poople known as Amarices, charpetorized
py serihes in the cly of Or B8 "a mvaging
poaple with the instiners of i heasl, & peopbe
whie kmmw ot geadn'” — the ultimate pol-doen
im an ecaaoey based on grain agciculture. An
110-mile well, calied the: “"Repelier of the Amo-
piten,"” was crecird to hold ther off But when
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Migrations to escape privalbion:
Clay tablata racorded migratians o
paopla ta tha sauth, where the In-
flux doubled the poputation of cif-
les, overtaxed food and waler Sup-
plias and bed to civil unrast, igniing
and tha tall ot tha dynasty founded
by the Blkadian raler Sangon.
S ol the refugeas, a group of
rmigretory hardars called Amdriles,
aveniyally assumead leadarship ai
1ha riemg ity ot Batyton, faunding
3 great sinpire.




