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Some 4.000 years ago. a number of mighty
Bronze Age cultures crumbled. Were they done
in by political strife and societal unrest? Or by
a change in the climate? By Karen Wright
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the fertile brewdbasket of western Asia, 2 liede slice of paradise berween
the Tipris end Buplwates rivers, Today the swath of land nords of the
Persian CGralf is stll prime real estate, But several millennia age
Musopotamia was absolutely The Place to Be, There the visionary
king Hammurabi ruled, and Babylon’ hanging gasdens Fung. There
the written word, metabworking, and bareaucracy were born. From
the ﬁtﬂtrﬂ}-‘, raticnal orgamzation u?_l‘h‘lt:suputamia% urban centers, ha-
manity bagan it mexorable match coward stmp malls and shrnke-wrap
anl viden |1:11f::1' s amid .51::|nr_|ing in linz at the DAy, Whats more,
the emergence of the city-state meant that we oo lonper had to bow
tor the whims of nature. We rose above our abject dependence on
weather, tde, and tldy we were safe in the arms of empire, Isn' that
what being civilized is all abour?

PSR m MaBCH ¥y






